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Schaumburg Park District advances preschool classroom learning tools 

Jetson age technology zoomed to 
Schaumburg Park District 
preschool. 

The District’s 4-year-old 
classrooms are now equipped with 
interactive smart boards from 
HATCH, a company specializing 
in early childhood classroom 
technology. The boards respond to 
touch and emit sound during the 
use of educational computer 
programs. 

The interactive programs feature 
matching, shapes, patterns, letter 
recognition and sounds, time, 
numbers, writing, drawing, stories, 
mathematical skills and phonics. 

“It’s an awesome tool,” said Kathy 
Moulds, early childhood supervisor 
for the District. “We’re really 
jumping into the modern teaching 
atmosphere this year.” 

The boards, powered by a 
computer accessing the Internet, 
allow teachers to visit different 
educational websites for learning 
programs, explore the world using 
Google Earth and do classroom 
fitness exercises during preschool 
age YouTube videos. 

Moulds assures that the technology based method won’t replace existing learning tools. 

A preschooler practices writing her name on the new smart boards 
at Pat Shephard Center. 

Light up letters and images that respond to touch help students 
learn how to spell common words on the smart board at Pat 
Shephard Center. 



“Teachers will still read books and children will still hold pencils,” Moulds said. “We’re hoping 
to reach children in new ways using the technology, especially those who learn differently and 
are more visual learners.”  

Moulds sees the boards as a new way to monitor progress, engage children, impact teachable 
moments in real time using the Internet and make learning more interactive.  

The boards also give teachers the ability to create a portfolio for each child and track 
development skills like handwriting and drawing over the school year. 

Development tracking will begin with the preschool’s 3-year-olds who will use the boards at 
various times during the year.  

And the new technology isn’t ending with the smart boards. 

Tablets will be introduced to students in January. Teachers will have the ability to track literacy 
and learning progress, give access to curriculum based apps and add to student portfolios. 

“We want our preschoolers to be prepared for kindergarten and a lifetime of learning in our 
technologically advanced world,” Moulds said. 

The District’s preschool program, accredited by the National Academy for the Education of 
Young Children, is located at Meineke Recreation Center, 220 E. Weathersfield Way; Pat 
Shephard Center, 421 N. Springinsguth Road; and Bock Neighborhood Center, 1223 W. Sharon 
Lane.  

For more information, call (847) 490-7036 or visit www.parkfun.com. 



 
 

Preschoolers develop memory skills during a matching game at Bock Neighborhood Center. 
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Does your organizationhave
anupcoming event? Tell us
—andourweb readers—all
about it at dailyherald.com/
calendar.

Memory Loss Risks, Preven-
tion and Research: 2 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 2, Indian Trails
Library District, 355 Schoen-
beck Road,Wheeling. Alexian
Brothers Neuroscience Insti-
tute shares how the environ-
ment of Alzheimer’s disease
is changing. Learn about
open clinical trials and new
treatments, such as high-tech
assessments. Free memory
screening information avail-
able. Register at www.indian-
trailslibrary.org or call (847)
279-2232.

Celebrate Recovery: 7-9 p.m.
Thursdays, Orchard Evan-
gelical Free Church, 1330
N. Douglas Ave., Arlington
Heights. Twelve-step Christ-
centered recovery for dealing
with addiction and/or hurts,
habits and hang-ups.(847)
392-4840.

Codependents Anonymous:
7:30 p.m. Thursdays, Holy
Family/Resurrection Medical
Center, 100N. River Road,Des
Plaines. Use the River Road
entrance nearest Golf Road
and take the elevator down
to the lower level. Twelve-
step support group for hav-
ing healthy relationships. Call
Marilyn, (847) 255-0134 for
information or visit, coda.org.

Drop-in support group: 10:30
a.m.-noon on the first and
third Friday of each month,
Midwest Palliative and Hos-
pice CareCenter, 2050 Claire
Court, Glenview. (847) 556-
1777 or visit carecenter.org/
groupsupport.

‘Ask a Pharmacist’: 10 a.m.-
noon on the first Friday of
each month, Hanover Town-
ship Senior Center, 240 S.
Route 59, Bartlett. Hanover
Township, in partnership
with CVS in Bartlett, offers
a free service for township
residents with medication
questions. “Ask a Pharmacist”
allows residents to bring pill
bottles or a list of medications

to the pharmacist to learn
more about their prescrip-
tions and look for
any interactions.
(630) 483-5665
or och@hanover-
township.org.

N o r t h w e s t
Chapter of The
Compassionate
Friends: 8 p.m.
the first Friday
of the month,
Cancer Well-
ness Center, 215
Revere Drive,
Northbrook. Na-
tional nonprofit organization,
for bereaved families follow-
ing the death of a child, offers
families support. (847) 800-
0707.

Free Open Group Meditation: 7
p.m. Fridays,HimalayanYoga
& Meditation Center, 109 W.
Slade St., Palatine. For new
and seasoned meditators, en-
hance your meditation prac-
tice by joining the group. Take
this time at the end of your
week to calm, balance, and
relax in a peaceful environ-
ment. Visit, www.hymc.org
for updated information.

GriefShare: 10 a.m.-noon, Sat-
urdays, Prince of Peace Lu-
theran Church; 1190 N. Hicks
Road, Palatine. If you’ve lost
a spouse, child, family mem-

ber or friend, it may be hard
to feel optimistic about the

future. It can
be a confus-
ing time when
you feel isolated
and have many
questions about
things you’ve
never faced be-
fore. GriefShare
meets weekly
to help you face
these challenges
and move to-
ward rebuilding
your life. For in-
formation or to

register, call the church of-
fice, (847) 359-3451.

ALS support group: 10 a.m.
the fourth Saturday of the
month, St. Alexius Medical
Center, Hoffman Estates. Les
Turner ALS Foundation hosts
support group for ALS pa-
tients and caregivers. RSVP
to Claire Owen, (847) 679-
3311.

Grandparents Raising Grand-
children: 10 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
on the first Monday of the
month, Kenneth Young Cen-
ter, 1001 Rohlwing Road, Elk
Grove Village. Group offers
individuals the opportu-
nity to: receive support from
other grandparents, share
ideas and experiences; ob-
tain information on various

resources; and discuss how
to cope with the unique chal-
lenges that one may face. For
information, (847) 524-8800,
ext. 136.

Mourning to Meaning: 1-2:30
p.m. the first Monday of the
month, Hospice of North-
eastern Illinois Crystal Lake
workstation, 390 East Con-
gress Parkway, Suite E in
Crystal Lake. To register or
for information, call (847)
381-5599, or email nbill-
man@HospiceAnswers.org.

Hep C Outreach: 7 p.m. on the

first Monday of each month,
Busse Center for Specialty
Medicine, 880 W. Central
Road, Arlington Heights.
Support group for patients
with hepatitis C, and the
people who support them.
Free.

Indoor Rowing Boot Camp:
5:30 p.m. Mondays and
Wednesdays; 9:30 a.m.
Thursdays; and 7 a.m. Sat-
urdays, Elite Athletic De-
velopment, 12 W. College,
Arlington Heights. Fit and
fun mix of indoor rowing,
body weight and dumbbell

exercises for all levels, ages
16 and older. No previous in-
door rowing experience nec-
essary. Visit eliteathletic.com
or call (847) 394-8110.

The Arlington Heights Walkers
Club: Invites walkers to join
them during business hours
Monday-Saturday, starting at
the Arlington Heights Senior
Center, 1801 E. Central Road,
Arlington Heights. Club is
co-sponsored by Northwest
Community Hospital’s Physi-
cal Rehabilitation Services
and Sports Medicine Pro-
gram. (847). 618-3575.

Health and fitness Send items to nbrcalendar@dailyherald.com

Submitted by Schaumburg Park District

The Schaumburg Park
District’s 4-year-old class-
rooms are now equipped
with interactive SMART
Boards from HATCH, a
company specializing in
early childhood class-
room technology.
The boards respond
to touch and emit
sound during
the use of educa-
tional computer
programs.
The interactive pro-

grams feature matching,
shapes, patterns, letter rec-
ognition and sounds, time,
numbers, writing, drawing,
stories, mathematical skills
and phonics.
“It’s an awesome tool,”

said Kathy Moulds, early
childhood supervisor for the
park district. “We are really
jumping into the modern
teaching atmosphere this
year.”
The boards, powered by

a computer accessing the
Internet, allow teachers to
visit different educational
websites for learning pro-
grams, explore the world
using Google Earth and do
classroom fitness exercises
during preschool age You-
Tube videos.
Moulds assures that the

technology-based method
will not replace existing
learning tools.
“Teachers will still read

books and children will still

hold pencils,” Moulds said.
“We are hoping to reach
children in new ways using
modern technology, espe-
cially those who learn dif-
ferently and are more visual
learners.”

Moulds sees the
boards as a new
way to moni-
tor progress,
engage children,
impact teach-
able moments
in real time using

the Internet and
make learning more

interactive.
The boards also give

teachers the ability to cre-
ate a portfolio for each child
and track development skills
like handwriting and draw-
ing over the school year.
Development tracking will

begin with the preschool’s
3-year-olds who will use the
boards at various times dur-
ing the year.
And the new technology

isn’t ending with the SMART
Boards.
Tablets will be intro-

duced to students in January.
Teachers will have the ability
to track literacy and learning
progress, give access to cur-
riculum based apps and add
to student portfolios.
“We want our preschool-

ers to be prepared for kin-
dergarten and a lifetime
of learning in our techno-
logically advanced world,”
Moulds said.

The district’s preschool
program, accredited by
the National Academy for
the Education of Young

Children, is located at Mei-
neke Recreation Center,
220 E. Weathersfield Way;
Pat Shephard Center, 421

N. Springinsguth Road; and
Bock Neighborhood Center,
1223 W. Sharon Lane.
For information, call (847)

490-7036 or visit www.park-
fun.com.
• SendYournews tonbrcalen-
dar@dailyherald.com.

Weekly
• Rowing Boot Camp:
5:30 p.m. Mondays
and Wednesdays; 9:30
a.m. Thursdays; and 7
a.m. Saturdays, Elite
Athletic Development,
12 W. College, Arlington
Heights. 16 and older.
eliteathletic.com or call
(847) 394-8110.

Learning at
a touch

Technology comes to Schaumburg parks
preschool classrooms

Light up
letters and im-
ages that re-
spond to touch
help students
learn how to
spell common
words on the
SMART Board
at Pat Sheph-
ard Center.
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Preschoolers develop memory skills during a matching game at Bock Neighborhood Center.

Your
news
Check out

SMARTBoards
for tots

HIGHER RATES!

January 2, 2014




