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Thousands journey back to early 

Schaumburg at Autumn Harvest 

Festival 

A unique trip back in time was enjoyed this 

past Sunday at Spring Valley. 

The 30
th

 Annual Autumn Harvest Festival on 

Oct. 6 was the most successful with over 

3,000 visitors to Spring Valley’s Volkening 

Heritage Farm and Merkle Cabin. The 1880s 

living history farm and 1790s frontier 

encampment welcomed visitors of all ages 

eager to learn about early life in 

Schaumburg. 

“The event wouldn’t have been a success 

without support of staff, volunteers and event 

sponsor Whole Foods Market,” said Dave 

Brooks, Schaumburg Park District’s manager 

of conservation services. “The beautiful fall 

weather and thousands of smiling faces 

exploring local history were great ways to 

mark the thirtieth anniversary.”  

Visitors helped with traditional farm 

activities including cider pressing, making 

wine, milking cows and harvesting crops 

near Heritage Farm. Children took part in the 

popular Junior Farm Olympics which 

included finding beans hidden in hay, 

pushing wheel barrels and harvesting 

equipment, and carrying milk buckets. 

The area around Merkle Cabin was abuzz with frontier-era activities including cooking over an 

open fire, visits inside a Native American wigwam, stories from interpreters and the new Junior 

Frontier Olympics.  

Amelia and Megan Stoesser show off their decorated 

pumpkins in front of the farmhouse. 

Margaret Josephine “Jelly” Tuscher carries a water bucket 

during the Junior Frontier Olympics. 



“My 3.5-year-old daughter loves going 

through the activities, meeting new friends 

and going on the hayride,” said Paul 

Tuscher, who helped daughter Margaret 

Josephine “Jelly” through the Junior 

Frontier Olympics. 

The Olympics let children build mini log 

cabins, throw corn husks through hoops, 

try carrying water buckets, test their 

balance walking on a log and play a ring 

toss game. 

The community also chipped in with 

activities and refreshments. 

Members of the Schaumburg Community 

Garden Club and Spring Valley Nature 

Club helped children decorate pumpkins 

for Halloween and make grapevine 

wreathes. 

Adults and children enjoyed festive fall 

treats from Whole Foods Market, beer 

from RAM Restaurant and Brewery, fresh 

cider, donuts, root beer and corn on the 

cob while listening to live old-time music on two stages. 

“There were fun educational activities and plenty of food for everyone at the Fest,” said Brooks. 

From Hog House to Smokehouse, Spring Valley’s next event, is set for noon to 4 p.m., Nov. 3 at 

Volkening Heritage Farm, 201 S. Plum Grove Road. 

For more information, call (847) 985-2100 or visit www.parkfun.com.  

 

An interpreter at the 1790s frontier encampment tells a story 

about a fox to visitors. 

Children enjoy corn on the cob after face painting near Merkle 

Cabin. 

 

http://www.parkfun.com/
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Does your organization have
an upcoming event? Tell us
— and our web readers — all
about it at dailyherald.com/
calendar.

Harvest Fest: Kingswood Unit-
ed Methodist Church is host-
ing its annual community and
church Harvest Fest from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Oct.
12, (rain or shine). The event
includes a petting zoo, boun-
cy castle, children’s games,
pumpkin sales and decorat-
ing, and free family photos.
The Kingswood Glory Fingers
Puppet Team and Praise Band
perform at 3 p.m. Kingswood
is hosting its annual Craft Fair
as part of Harvest Fest from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. If you have any
handmade crafts you wish to
sell, contact Cindy Miller at
cinzia8@gmail.com or (847)
459-6337. All events are free;
there is a minimal charge
for food. Kingswood United
Methodist Church is at 401
W. Dundee Road in Buffalo
Grove. Call (847) 398-0770 or
visit www.kingswoodumc.
com.

Cemetery Walk: The public
is invited to a free Cemetery
Walk at 11 a.m. Sunday, Oct.
13, in Barrington as part of the
150th anniversary celebration
of St. Paul United Church of
Christ at the St. Paul Ceme-
tery. Participantswill be ledby
drum from the church’s cur-
rent location to the cemetery,
one block east of Route 59. Be
witness to the historic burial
of a time capsule highlight-
ing the sesquicentennial of St.
Paul United Church of Christ.

Grave rubbings and refresh-
ments. Call St. Paul UCC at
(847) 381-0460 or visit www.
stpauluccbarrington.org.

Welcome new rector:The peo-
ple of St. Philip’s Episcopal
Church will welcome their
new rector, the Rev. Laura
Gottardi-Littell, to ministry
Sunday, Oct. 13. She will cel-
ebrate at both the 8 and 10
a.m. services. The church is at
342 E. Wood St., Palatine. Call
(847) 358-0615.

Blood drive: The deacons of
Presbyterian Church of Pala-
tine, Rohlwing and Palatine
roads, arehavingablooddrive
from 8 a.m. to noon Oct. 13.
Walk-ins are welcome or call
(847) 358-5128 to schedule a
time.

Author visit:At 8 p.m.Wednes-
day, Oct. 23, the Sisterhood
of Congregation Beth Judea
will welcome author Maggie
Anton for a discussion of her
books “Rav Hisda’s Daugh-
ter: Book 1-Apprentice, Love,
Talmud and Sorcery in Third
Century Babylonia” and
“Rashi’s Daughter.” This dis-
cussion is open to members
for $5 and nonmembers for
$10. Reservations are being ac-
cepted until Sunday, Oct. 13.
Checks for this event should
be made out to Torah Fund
and sent to Edna Schrank,
1929 Fieldwood Drive, North-
brook, IL 60062. Contact
Schrank at eschrank@com-
cast.net or (847) 564-2231.
Congregation Beth Judea is at
Route 83 and Hilltop Road in
Long Grove. For details, visit

www.bethjudea.org.

Navrang Raas Garba by Dhwa-
nit Joshi: 7 p.m. Friday, Oct.
18, Harper College Wellness
& Sports Center, Gym, 1200
W. Algonquin Road, Palatine,
Building M, lower level. Shree
Jalaram Mandir celebrates all
of themajor Hindu festivals in
a grand and devotional style.
Free. Visit calendar.harper-
college.edu/cal/event/show-
EventMore.rdo.

Barrington Area CROP Hunger
Walk:This year the walk takes
place throughout Barrington,
beginningat LutheranChurch
of the Atonement, 909 E.Main
St., with registration at 12:30
p.m. Sunday, Oct. 20. Visit bar-
ringtoncropwalk@yahoo.com
or call (847) 836-5540.

Spirit of Life Chorus concert:
Christ Lutheran Church, 41
S. Rohlwing Road, Palatine,
hosts the Spirit Of Life Chorus
in concert at 4:30 p.m. Sunday,
Oct. 20. Spirit presents “Christ-
mas Around The World” fea-
turingavarietyofmusic styles.

Food sustainability: Join in at
4 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 26, at St.
Paul United Church of Christ,
401 E Main St. in Barrington,
for adiscussion ledbyBillBish-
op, founder of Willard Bishop
Consulting, on environmental-
ly sustainable food production.
Thefirst 50 peoplewho register
byemailing stpauluccchurch@
yahoo.com or by calling St.
Paul United Church of Christ
of Barrington at (847) 381-0460
will receive a free copyof the il-
lustrated report “Sustainability,
Social Media, and The Future
of Retail.” Visit www.stpauluc-
cbarrington.org.
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Submitted by Schaumburg Park District

The 30th annual Autumn
Harvest Festival on Oct. 6 was
successful with more than
3,000 visitors to SpringValley’s
Volkening Heritage Farm and
Merkle Cabin.
The1880s livinghistory farm

and 1790s frontier encamp-
ment welcomed visitors of all
ages eager to learn about early
life in Schaumburg.
“The event wouldn’t have

been a success without sup-
port of staff, volunteers and
event sponsor Whole Foods
Market,” said Dave Brooks,
Schaumburg Park District’s
manager of conservation
services.
“The beautiful fall

weather and thousands
of smiling faces explor-
ing local history were great

ways to mark the 30th
anniversary.”
Visitors helped with tradi-

tional farm activities, includ-
ing cider pressing, making
wine, milking cows and har-
vesting crops near Heritage
Farm. Children took part
in the popular Junior Farm
Olympics, which included
finding beans hidden in hay,
pushing wheel barrels and
harvesting equipment, and
carryingmilk buckets.
The area around Merkle

Cabinwas abuzzwith frontier-
era activities such as cook-
ing over an open fire, visits
inside a Native American wig-
wam, stories from interpreters
and the new Junior Frontier
Olympics.
“My 3½-year-old daugh-

ter loves going through

the activities, meeting new
friends and going on the hay-
ride,” said Paul Tuscher, who
helped daughter Margaret
Josephine “Jelly” through the
Junior FrontierOlympics.
The Olympics let children

build mini log cabins, throw
corn husks through hoops, try
carrying water buckets, test
their balance walking on a log
andplay a ring toss game.
The community also

chipped in with activities and

refreshments.
Members of the Schaum-

burg Community Garden
Club and Spring Valley Nature
Club helped children decorate
pumpkins for Halloween and
make grapevinewreathes.
Adults and children enjoyed

festive fall treats from Whole
FoodsMarket, beer fromRAM
Restaurant and Brewery, fresh
cider, doughnuts, root beer
and corn on the cob while lis-
tening to live old-time music

on two stages.
“There were fun educa-

tional activities and plenty of
food for everyone at the fest,”
said Brooks.
FromHogHouse to Smoke-

house, Spring Valley’s next
event, is set for noon to 4 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 3, at Volkening
Heritage Farm, 201 S. Plum
GroveRoad.
For information, call (847)

985-2100 or visit www.park-
fun.com.

Celebrating the harvest

C o u r t e s y o f s C h a u m b u r g P a r k D i s t r i C t

Children enjoy corn on the cob after face painting near Merkle
Cabin at the Autumn Harvest Festival Oct. 6 at Spring Valley.

C o u r t e s y o f s C h a u m b u r g P a r k D i s t r i C t

Margaret Josephine “Jelly” Tuscher carries a water bucket during the Junior Frontier Olympics
at Spring Valley’s Autumn Harvest Festival.

FarmOlympics, 1790s camp
draw thousands to

Schaumburg’s Spring Valley

Your snapshots

Stomp out bullying

C o u r t e s y o f D i s t r i C t 2 1 4

As Rolling Meadows High
School juniors Chris Casiano
and Lauren Penman look on,
Associate Principal Nathan
Aslinger and Principal Eileen
Hart accept a $1,000 check
from Jilaine Reynon, Car-
son’s Streets of Woodfield
store manager, to use toward
the school’s anti-bullying
initiatives. Penman’s mother,
Laurie Penman, selected
Rolling Meadows High School
to receive the funds after
winning Carson’s Facebook
promotion in August. Carson’s
is partnering with Stomp Out
Bullying, a national anti-
bullying and cyberbullying
program for kids.
• SendYour snapshots to
nbrcalendar@dailyherald.com.
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